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THE HUMAN RIGHTS BRANCH 


ANNUAL REPORT 


FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 1968 


SUMMARY OF THE OPERATIONS OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
BRANCH FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 1968. 


During its second complete year of operation, the Human Rights 
Branch continued to be involved in the investigation of complaints of 
alleged discrimination, while at the same time devoting perhaps the 
bulk of its effort toward the expansion of its educational program. 


Forty-two complaints were received by the Branch during 1968 (See 
breakdown under ''Statistics'). Once again a significant proportion of 
these ultimately turned out to be beyond the scope of the Act (eg. com- 
plainants feeling that they were unfairly fired from their jobs - but 
with no reference to race, religion, etc., complainants unable to ob- 
tain insurance or employment due to prison records, etc.) and also 
once again, a considerable number of the complaints in this category 
related to non-public accommodation - an area in which Alberta's Human 
Rights legislation is still silent. 


The program launched to assist business and other concerns in the 
updating of their application for employment forms through the removal 
of any items which are obviously or potentially discriminatory proceeded 
steadily along. The Human Rights Branch was more than pleased with the 
excellent degree of co-operation it received in the implementation of 
this project from those engaged in hiring practices. 


About two and a half times as many public addresses were given by 
Human Rights Branch personnel during 1°68 as in the year previous. And 
more than twice as many workshop-style programs were conducted with in- 
terested groups as compared with 1967. lWumnan Rights displays continued 
to garner publicity far afield for the features incorporated in the Act. 
Farlyeivosereadizeo the publication of the third pamphict “The Alberta 
Human Rights Act and the Individual" - a popularized version of the 
Act* seprotectavermeasures<\oThisspamphletohast been well) received by ‘the 
publi cyandahas SanceybeenstranslatedeintoethertrenchgsCrée,eChinese, 
Czechoslovakian and Ukrainian languages. An extensive number of orders 
were also received for the multi-coloured human rights placard for dis- 
play within places of business; while copies of the illuminated human 
rights display scroll were forwarded to each school and each major 
government building throughout the Province during the latter part of 
1968. Numerous requests for this item have also been received from 
churches and other organizations. The Branch also continued to fill the 
many requests for material from students throughout the Province and 
elsewhere who were engaged in studics related to the human rights field. 
During the month of March, a radio campaign involving Branch staff plus 
a number of public personalities was conducted throughout Alberta and 
resulted in some four dozen requests for further information. 


Early in 1968 the Branch corresponded with the news media through- 
out the Province with a view to the removal of ethnic references in 

news storiés»wheréewsuch are not pertinent ‘to the account. And here. 
apain, on the whole, we have been excepticnally pleased by the respon- 
sible manner in which press, radio and television have responded to this 
challenge to treat all with equity in their news reporting. 
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From May 13th to 15th, the Alberta Human Rights Branch played host 
to the second Canadian Conference of Administrators of Human Rights leg- 
Tslatvon at the*Eamonton Inn anesthe ‘City.of Edmonton. The «conference, was 
basically an informal round-table gathering which allowed the participants 
to exchange experiences and discuss problems of mutual concern with a 
view to making the administration of human rights legislation, within 
those Lanadian 1uYiscicticns where such exists, generally more effective: 
Luncheon addresses were given by Mr. J. E. Oberholtzer, Director, Human 
Resources Development Authority, who spoke on "The Alberta Human Resources 
Program’ and Mr. A. Snaddon, Editor cof the Edmonton Journal, who entitled 
his talk “Human Rights, Economics and the Press". Highlighting the con- 
ference was the dinner on the evening of the 14th at which Dr. D. Schmeiser, 
Associate Professor of Law, University of Saskatchewan, spoke on ''The 
Future Development of Human Rights Programs''. It was the general consensus 
that this opportunity for those engaged in the work of governmental human 
rights agencies to come together in such a fashion was most worthwhile. 


Two relatively recent developments which may prove to be highly sig- 
nificant, were undertaken in conjunction with the Department of Education. 
On May 17th, a joint meeting was held between the staffs of the Human 
Rights Branch and the Department of Education Curriculum Branch to study 
the possibility of attaining a greater human rights emphasis in the courses 
of study throughout Alberta schools. At the meeting, chaired by Dr. 5S. 
Odynak, the three Social Studies sub-committee chairmen, H. G. Sherk, 

1, ‘Toews, and°H. Hall, °indicated their willingness: to pursue'the matter 
more deeply with their respective sub-committees. In the meantime, the 
Human Rights Branch agreed to go ahead with the development of a Human 
Rights Kit, 200 copies of which were made available as an additional 
resource for teachers throughout the Province this past fall. 


The Human Rights Branch staff are also integrally involved in a com- 
mittee recently established upon the recommendation of the Minister of 
Education to review school text books for the purpose of amending 
material which is clearly biased against or detrimental to the native 
people of Canada. This committee, which includes several native per- 
sons, has met on two occasions and has recommended the deletion of 
numerous prejudicial materials from the reconmended lists for courses 
of study. Currently the committee is focusing its attention upon the 
inclusion of textual matcrials which would afford valid recognition 
to the place of native peoples in the making of the Canadian nation. 


In further displaying the interest of the Human Rights Branch 
in the progress of native peoples, the Iluman Rights Officer took part 
from November 22nd to 24th in a workshop in the Pincher Creek area 
designed to bring about the establishment of a native friendship 
center. Eoth the Administrator and the Human Rights Officer met on 
December llth with the Metis Fact Finding Committee which recently 
toured the Province in an endeavour to help uncover creative avenues 
of development for the Metis people of Alberta. 


The Human Rights Branch lent extensive support to the work of 
the Alberta Human Rights Association - a representative group of Alberta 
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Citizens whovarc yolunteering their efforts in the realm of human rights 
outside the governmental sphere; and who this year jointly sponsored 
along with a number of other community minded organizations a successful 
conference-workshep "IHuman Rights - Alberta - Phase 2" on December 9th 
and LUtheins order to make the 20th anniversary of the signing of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights by the United Nations. 


Continued interest in the work of kindred agencies was evidenced 
by the lluman Rights staff throughout the year. The Iluman Rights Officer 
was involved in the planning of the John Howard Winter Conference on "The 
Indian and the Law, January 26th and 27th, and both the Administrator 
and the Human Rights Officer served as group discussion leaders at this 
event, as they did also at the annual meeting of the Naticnal Council 
of Women held in Edmonton on June 4th. The Human Rights Administrator 
and the Human Rights Officer attended the Conference of Official [Human 
Rights Agencies held an’ Portland, Oregon, July 7th to llth, the National 
Human Rights Conference in Gttava, December Ist to 3rd, and Iluman Rights 
- Alberta - Phase 2, December Sth and 10th in Edmonton. As well, the 
Administrator participated in the Canadian Association of Administrators 
of Labour Legislation Conference in Ottawa, August 19th to 21st, and the 
British Columbia Human Rignts Conference, November 22nd and 23rd; while 
the Human Rights Officer took part in a scroll dedication ceremony in 
St. Anthony's School, Drayton Valley, November 26th, and was also in- 
volved in a Human Relations Laboratory from October 25th to Noverber Sth. 
The Administrator has also been called upon to assist in the planning 
of the Annual Canadian Cenference of Iluman Rights Legislation Adminis- 
trators which will be held in 1969 in the City of Ottawa. 
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COMPLAINTS RECEIVED - 1968 


1. Formal Complaints 
(Registered by Aggrieved Party) 


2. Informal Complaints 
(Registered by Third Party) 


Total Number of Complaints Received 


eae) 
(b) 
(c) 


(d) 


(b) 
(c) 


(d) 


Formal Complaints Settled 
Formal Complaints Pending 


Formal Complaints Beyond Jurisdiction 
of the Act - No Further Action Taken 


Formal Complaints Beyond Jurisdiction of 
the Act - Referred to Appropriate Authority 
Informal Complaints Settled 

Informal Complaints Pending 


Informal Complaints Beyond Jurisdiction 
of the Act - No Further Action Taken. 


Informal Complaints Beyond Jurisdiction of 
the Act - Referred to Appropriate Authority. 


Complaints Related to Racial, 


Ethnic, or Religious Group 


Indian/Metis 


Negro 


West Indian 


French 


32 


10 


10 


12 


10 
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Central European 
Polynesian 

South American 
Anglo Saxon 
Jehovah's Witness 


Unspecified 


Complaints Registered in Areas Of: 


Employment 

Trade Unionism 

Public Accommodation 
Public Services 
Non-Public Accommodation 


Miscellaneous 


LITERATURE DISTRIBUTED 


eucLe 
The Alberta Human Rights Act 


The Alberta Human Rights Act 
and the Employer 


The Alberta Human Rights Act and Managers 
of Hotels, Motels, Restaurants, Theatres 
And Other Places of Entertainment 


The Alberta Human Rights Act 
and the Individual (English) 


The Alberta Human Rights Act 
and the Individual (Cree) 


The Alberta Human Rights Act 
and the Individual (Chinese) 


12 


18 


ll 


Number of Copies 


(Figures Approx.) 


Ashe l® 


5,984 


5,344 


18,835 


189 


181 
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The Alberta Human Rights Act and the 
Individual (Czechoslovakian) 


Human Rights Placard 
Human Rights Display Scroll 
Human Rights Kit 


(Consisting of The Alberta Human Rights Act, 
The Alberta Human Rights Act and the Employer, 
The Alberta Human Rights Act and Managers of 
Hotels, Motels, Restaurants, Theatres and 
Other Places of Entertainment, The Alberta 
Human Rights Act and the Individual, Let's 
Take a Look at Prejudice and Discrimination, 
Royal Bank Newsletter (January Issue), UNESCO 
- Courier, Fair Employment Laws in Canada, Is 
Your Productivity Being Undermined?, Human 
Rights in Canada. - These publications do not 
appear in separate item totals.) 


Initial Allotment to Department of Education 
for Distribution to Teachers 


Subsequent Distribution Upon 
Individual Request to Branch 


Let's Take a Look_at 
Prejudice and Discrimination 


Royal Bank Newsletter (January Issue) 
Human Rights Review 
Citizen 


The Rabbit Brothers 


RADIO PARTICIPATION OF 


HUMAN RIGHTS BRANCH PERSONNEL 


Number of Programs 


SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 


Number of 
Engagements 


38 


135 
199 


1,985 


200 


Total 


Audience 


3,643 
(7) 
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Number of Displays 


5 


Number of Programs 


9 


STEN 


HUMAN RIGHTS DISPLAYS 


HUMAN RIGHTS PROGRAMS 


Estimated 
Attendance 


2,880 


Number of 


Participants 
333 
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During its s.cond complete year of operation, the Human i 
DwanchecGuitinucdyite De involved in the investigation of couplai ( 
Allonciad tscriminetacnh, while dt the samc tine devoting perhaps the 


is 
butisoisits weifortitoward tne *cxpansion of its caucational propram: 


Forty-two complaints were reccived by Clcabranch, dunn) cos ¢(fee 
breardorn uncer “statistics").) Once again a me EA propertion of 
Uicsceultinoiely inrnecd out te be beyond the. scone Oro he Act ((ca.. cor 
Mininaitcescelmnsyrnutecicy, were unfairly firce from thein jolts -,but 
Upham rcirencnces (OurTrace,=relipion, ctc., compla es unzlle to ob 
tain Insurance or os Sas (ue Omer SONETOCON Se CLC, Jacatue ad SiO 
enceensain, valrconsicerabiernurber of the complaiits in this catevory 
related to non-puilic accommodation - an area in which Alberta's. liuman 
hisghoomleislatio lis StLliesricnt. 

The peor launched) to assist business, and other concerns tin ithe 
Pcatwuy Otithein apolication for ekployment forts through thesrenoval 
oF Dt Cua ndiiclirve -ouvicusly or potentially discr Mii sapony vrocesac cd 
Stet yertione, ine Mind? Machts Branch) was more than.pleased 2th ethe 
Cxcelecvepcicercesol co-operation it received in the isplementation.f 

ie eieogecu tor tiese engaged Sin hirins practices. 


MeoutetvOmanceauhalt tances as many public aAddrcsscs were. civon | by 
lunge hie ese branche pensonnel curing 1CGS "as in the er op tenl 
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more than twice @somany werkshop-style prog S t ~ 
terested groups as ccipared with 1967. iunan Rights disrlays centinucd 
to garner publicity far afield for tie ees AncOrpoCratcasgan the Act. 
Eaten ooo mcalsaceethe publication of the third pamphict “The Alberta 
HUmanenscnts act end the Indivicual” a populurisec sversionsosethe 


ACE Sei not Cetive micasires SeSihiis*pamphict iis Ecen eclie rechivedspiethe 
public and has since been translated into the French, age Chinese 
C2cchoslovakian and Ukrainian languagcs. An extensive nuaber of orders 
Lere also received for the multi-coloured Inman richts placard for dis- 
play wathin places of business; wible cepics of the illuminated human 
Tights visploy scerohl wore torvarded to cach school and cach majer 
EGvernment Gijacdinme throughout the Province curing the Jatter, part, of 
1963... Numcrons reanests for this item have also teen received from 
churches anc other organizations. The branch also continucd te fill the 
many yeguests for material oe Sticenes tircuenouc the Province a 


elsevwiere who were enpaacd in studjcs related te the human rights £ield. 
During the menth of March, a ash Cimpoien iivolvine Lrauchystics plus 
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a number of yad:lic personalities (as CON; UCLCd TarGucheut Ad 
resulted in some four dozen reauests for further information. 
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Outs tree ravirice with “ay view Co the removal of cthnic refereiecs, in 
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Cel icinitetdetrent mii mith equity ai ticir, news repertang, 
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From lay i5th ‘toolsth,> the Alberta Human Rights Branch played host 

Cost pe second Canadian Conference of Administrators: of Numan Riahts thea 

Polocroneot Co Tut onecieiiimaimtie City (cle lgincntons The conference was 
bdsiCarty ay intormia) round-table patherineaditel a@llowedithe particinants 
Tovcxchanee cxpericnces wind discuss problems of mutual concern with a 
VICKECOMMAR INP cnc hainistration of fiumaniri cits (lecislation, within 
tVOSelCanacias jurisdicticns vilere such cxists, @cnerally moreteffective. 
MunGeGonmeTcUuYrcs.cS wero lye ny or. . besUlcriol (zen. hircctomediuzan 
Resources Dovelcpiucnt Authority, who spoke on “ihe Alberta iuman Reseurces 
Proc Peete Vee eC, Lar COYr Cr thie’ Pulmonclon Our eevwionent 7) Bled 
Reece moi |. triess shCOnCnles sunGuetnce Press  sniaceWlichting thescon- 
fFerciee wis thie dimer Ce ticecro moOcethowl  tigatinaich ir. Dw seneciscr 
pscOC Meee TC Cssor Gf ian, Universityeofe-sushitchenany Spore onic 
PocuLC PevelO ici. O1amenato hiGhes Provrams. It was .the  Greraleconsensus 
Piet css Beportunit? for thosc cngaped in the worlh-of @overirental* human 
Pipnts aeencics to come tovether in such a fashion was most worthrhile. 


Two relatively recent cevelopmenits wiich may prover to be hichly sig- 
NifiGant, were undertaicn an conjunction oy the Departmenteof Education. 
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Bee eoUe Opies Ch wWoicl Were mace. available as an adcational 
Com Or etCochcers 117CugiCuUt the Prevince tnis past falic 


Tie Wiusan Rights’ Prancn start are also intecyrally involyed in a come 
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Mreccestccentsy oStae1isicd Upon the recommencation of the Minister of 
Lgucation to review School tcxt Looks for the purpose of amending 
mate re Pemc! lsscteer)ysbiasca ocainst or dctrinental to 7the native 


NeqgrlesOseGaiiid. las COMMACLCC, Wnichoincludcs several nativeyper= 

SCS, lus Geu On tho becasions and has recomuendad the ccletion or 

MiurcrQlsmerejucichaseuatcigdls [rom the recoumenued lists. for courses 

ies. Wemeoorlcitiyetec comiccce Ja fectsinis its attention upem the 
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ie SICh ty etch tidieiatcrials wich would afford valic reecenaticn 
fOmtnc piicerol Native pooples in the making of tac Cunadian nation. 
In further dasplavie the intercs¢ of tac’ Nunan i Bigsnts Sranch 
i tie progiess of Native peopics, the lumen Rights Wate cr took part 
RO NGY Se eiarecial tors Ci, LN) o Rae in the PIRCRCm CLOCk 2ree 
COSI NeCUec@s ime tio. thelesval lishwent of 4 native Prienessdp 
Pentre oOu Tice istrator wid the lumen hisnts Oflicer met on 
PeceneCIitmie Giclee tis Pacts binding Cou tt 
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citizens who are voluntcering their cfforts in the realm of hue 
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NEL CUES 


outside the governmental svhere; and who this year jointly sponsored 


along with a nuxber of other community mindcd organizations a 
il 


conference-vorlshop “Numan Rights - Alkerta - Phase 2 on Nee 
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Universal Ueclaration of Human Rights by the United Nations. 


Centinuecd intere 
the Turan Pichts 
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PPCM ae Ui EG? tasva).si cca. calice UpOMs LOL ANSG4s tai ane 
of the Annual Canadian’ Conference of Munan Brents LOSUST Athan 
trators which will be helc in 1€69 in the City of Ottawa. 
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